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Amid indications that it
could held its own exam,
IIT-Delhi will decide on
Thursday its response to
the government’s move to
have a single entrance test
for the elite institutes even
as the HRD ministry
appears set to go ahead
with its plans.

IIT-Kanpur had recently
decided to conduct its own
-entrance test, terming as
~academicillys ... 2 A0
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II'T-Delhi to decide on entrance today

methodically unsound”
the May 28 decision of the
IIT Council to hold the sin-
gle entrance test,

The IIT faculty and the
alumni have been oppos-
ing the move tooth-and-
nail, demanding that the
new system should not be
implemented before 2014.

They contend that imple-
menting the new system
from 2013 will put a lot of
pressure on students
already in midst of prepar-
ing for the IIT-JEE next

ear.

Y - L R
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The HT Delhi
meeting comes
even as the HRD
minister
retterated that
there was no
going back from
holding the single
entrance fest

e

to soon ask the joint admis-
sion board of the IITs to
prepare the modalities for
conducting the advanced
test under the proposed
common entrance exam,
Sources also said that the
senates of IIT-Bombay, IIT-
Madras and I[IT-Kharagpur
held internal meetings on
Wednesday about the pro-
posed exam and possible
alternatives in the two-tler
test. The meeting of the IIT
Delhi senate comes even as
BRD minister Kapil Sibal
reiterated that there was
no going back f‘rom hold-
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ing the single entrance test
from next vear.

“This is not my decision
(on holding the single .
entrance test), This is a
decision of the IIT council
which is a statutory
authority under the IIT
Act. The IITs have by and
large accepted this deci-
sion,” Mr Sibal was quoted
by news agencies as telling
a TV channel when asked
if he was considering going
back orj the decision in
face of opposition from IIT
faculty and alumni to the
test.
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Sibal refuses t budge from 2013 date

lIT Delhi’s
Crucial Senate
Meet Today

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

NewDelhi: With theIIT Delhi
i senate scheduled to meet on
i Thursday to discuss its re-
sponse to the common en-
trance test (CET), HRD minis-
ter Kapil Sibal reiterated that
the exam for the Indian Insti-
tutes of Technology would be
implemented from next vear.

: In aneinterview, Sibal re-
i ferred to the IIT system and
i said, “The excellence of the
system is the quality of the
system. I also give greatcredit
tothefaculty It’s the quality of
the students... because best
students come to the IITs and
the best students will still
come, Sothereisnodilutionof
quality. But there are certain
ills in the present system that
needs to be addressed. The

REFUSING TO RELENT

IITs should have come out
with solutions in these 40
years. They can’t claim what-
ever they are doing, there is
nothing better than that.”

Sibal’s insistence, howev-
er, seems to be contrary to the
assurance offered by Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh at
ameeting with IIT faculty re-
cently that differences will be
sorted out through a dialogue
and the autonomy of the tech®
schools will not be eroded.

1IT Kanpur had recently
decided to conduct its own en-
trance test, terming the May

28 decision of the IIT council
to hold CET as “academically
and methodically unsound” .
This makesthe meetingof the
IIT Delhi senate significant, If
IIT Delhichoosestoback Kan-
purfaculty members, the min-
istry will have to seriously re-
consider at least some aspects
of thecurrentformula. Sourc-
essaid thatamongsomeof the
suggestions that had been dis-
cussed included holding the
IITmain and advanced teston
separate days and the way in
which Class XII board marks
will befactored in.

A section of the [IT faculty
and the alumni have been op-
posing the move tooth and
nail, demanding that the new
system should not be imple-
mented before 2014, They con-
tend implementing the new
system from next academic
session will put a lot of pres-
sure on students, who are al-
ready in the midst of prepar-
ingfornext year'sIIT-JEE.

The government is likely
to ask the joint admission

board of the IITs to soon pre-
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pare the modalities for con-
ducting the advanced test un-
der the proposed common
entrance test. Sources also
said the senates of IIT Bom-
bay, IIT Madras and IIT Kha-
ragpur held meetings about
possible alternatives,

When asked if he was re-
considering his decision to
hold the test from 2013 on-
wards, Sibal said, “This isnot
my decision (on holding the
single entrance test), Thisisa
decision of the IIT council
which is a statutory authority
under the IIT Act. The IITs
have by and large accepted
thisdecision.”

Sibal said the only opposi-
tion was coming from IIT Kan-
pur senate but noted that he
wasready toreachouttoall to
resolve thedifferences. Asper
the new format, students will
sit for a main test and an ad-
vance test. Performance of
theClass XIIboard willalsobe
taken into consideration, So
far, 1T Guwahati and IIT Ma-
dras have extended their full
support,
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Examination of options

* HRD ministry must be more consultative on exam reform

he dispute over engineering entrance examinations gets to the heart

of several issues on which India needs to take a call. Worldwide,
school-leaving examinations grade a broad range of basic skills,

while higher education requires specialised aptitudes. Most pre-

mier institutions of higher learning wind up using school-leaving results as a
pre-qualifier and devise additional criteria. In the UK and the US, for exam-
 ple, universities often require student applications to be accompanied by

essays and recommendations in addition to results from standardised school~. -

leaving exams. India has a plethora of school boards with varying syllabi and
‘uneven examination standards, and so a single-stage admission process
would be difficult to implement fairly, It is also true that having to sit for a mul-
titude of entrance examinations places a huge burden on higher secondary stu-
dents. Hence the desire to introduce a common entrance test (CET) for engl-
neering. Yet there are problems with the CET as it has been proposed by the
human resources development (HRD) ministty — and it carries the seeds of
several potential new controversies. The unwillingness on the part of several
Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) to go along with the CET proposal isonly
the tip of the iceberg.
Itis certainly the case that an admission-test process causes the more bal-
anced secondary school curriculum to be ignored, which means that India’s
" school leavers do not, typically, invest in a balanced education. The prob-
lematic implications for society and citizenship of a one-dimensional educa-
tional system lead naturally to proposals such as that a weight of 50 per cent
be applied to higher secondary results. Yet, unless the ministry can persuade
20-odd school boards to review and standardise syllabi and examination
processes and introduce better quality control, the weighting will involve
some process of comparative normalisation — which will be opentolegal chal-
lenges once the future prospects of millions of students are impacted.

The IITs unwillingness to accept an externally imposed examination for-
mat could have more than one underlying reason. One is the fear of losing
autonomy. Another is a lack of confidence in the quality of school-board
examinations, to which they currently assign no weight whatsoever. Their
intransigence could be dealt with in several ways. One possible solution, for
instance, would be to “invert” the process and ask the IITs to devise and
administer the CET. O, perhaps, the IITs could be allowed to use the CET as
apre-qualifier and hold an internal examination or interview to further screen
the students for technological aptitude from a much smaller set of candidates.
Another point is worth making: school-leaving examinations and the assort-
ed engineering and medical entrance tests are offered once every year, and
clustered in a very short time span. The burden may be reduced by spreading
things out. The American SAT, for example, is held six times a year and stu-
dents are allowed to take it when they please, and as often as they please. While
the IITs fear for the dilution of their brand, parents worry about the burden on
their children, and India as a whole should worry about one-dimensional edu-
cation, The HRD ministry, which so far has chosen to try and railroad its CET
proposal through, should recognise that these are interests that need bal-
ancing, Only genuine consultation will move the debate forward,
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New Sibal plan to make
entry into II'Ts tougher

LIMIT Only top 20% students in boards can take the tesf

HUEXCLUSIVE

Charu Sudan Kasturi

& charukastun@hindustantimes.cem

NEW DELHE A compromise formula
aimed at brealfing the deadlock
between teachers and HRD min-
ister Kapil Sibal over admissions
to the Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs) could end up
hurting hundreds of thousands
of aspiring students.
Under the new formula, only
the top 20% students in their
ive Class 12 board exams
would be eligible for appearing
intheIT entrance exam, top gov-
ernment and ITT sources told HL.
The compromise was brokered
Ly the Prime Minister, who met
members of the protesting All
India IIT Faculty Federation
(AITFF) last week and asked Sibal
1o consider their demands.
Sibal had wanted an admis-
sion system where the board
exam percentile was given weigh-
tage along with scoresin a screen-
ing test while selecting candidates
for a second, advanced entrance
exam, This process allowed stu-
dents who scored relatively lower
inthe boards to make up for it by
doing better in the screening test.
But faced with persistent

HRD minister .
Kapil Sibal's for- LY

will radically

= Use board exam percentile
scores and a screening test in

TESTING TIMES FOR T ASPIRANTS .- = 2o

I THE FALLOUT A

5 How, ow
mula, if accepted, ,Ji!**}"fw 3‘ 80% students will not

change eligibility 145 _Ww
for IIT entrance ‘,g‘ w’ -

SIBAL'S PREVIOUS PLAN . . » Board results are

" be eligible, even if they
were to perform brilliantly
in the admission test

announced after IIT exam,
50 all students would any-

a weighted manner to shortlist ~ Way have to take the test

students for a second, finat # In tougher boards like

test to qualify for HT CBSEvSEVEN trtnose \rfitth %0%

marks may struggle to be

eligible for the test -

-C%nsiéise; enly th(re] tgp 239: 4

students from each board for lakh appear for joint

the screening test entrance (gg.m every year

«The IT facultgi; fegerar'gon

was against using boa

percentile scores to select 15 1 0’000

students for second, final test ~ No- Of 1ITS | Total seats
opposition from IIT faculty fed- This would negate Sibal’s
erations on weightage to board  intention of encouraging students
scores, Sibal has asked IT-Delhi  to focus on their board exams,
director RK Shevgaonkartoseek  but rob 80% students of even a
the opinion of faculty acrossthe  chance of trying for the IITs,
IITs on the compromise plan. Since the Class 12 results are

The new proposal, to be dis-  unlikely to be declared in time
cussed by the IIT senates and  for the two-tier ITT test, all stu-
faculty associations this week, dents would need to appear for
placesstudentsinthetop20per-  the exams even if their beard

centile of board scores on an equal
footing in the selection process.

marks turn them ineligible later.
» PM BREAKS DEADLOCK, P8

Page 4 of 14

push breaks lIT-Sibal deadlock

PROS & CONS Though the compromise stands to appease [N A L A A R
faculty, it may deprive 80% students of their lIT chances

Charu Sudan Kasturf

w chazu.kastuni@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: In an attempt to
broker a compromise, Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh has
intervened in a row between
IIT faculty members and the
human resource development
(HRD) ministry over admissions
to the premier institutions.
Howaver, while the compro-
mise proposed by the HRD min-
istry after the PM's interven-
tion may represent a victory for
protesting faculty members, it
will — if accepted — dramati-
cally alter the conditiens of eli-
gibility for admission to II'Ts.
Singh met merbers of the
All India IIT Faculty Federation
(AIIFF) last Friday, and assured
them that the autonomy of the

DURING A MEET WITH
FACULTY, PM ASSURED
THEM THAT AUTONOMY

VAIIELIER: S

IITs would not be hurt by the
government. He asked Sibal to
consider the faculty federation’s
demands, sources said.

Based on the recommenda-
tions of committees set up by
Sibal, the IIT Council decided
to give 40% weightage to the
board examination percentile,
and 30% weightage to each of
the two tests (basic and
advanced) for IIT selection.

But after the IIT faculty oppo-
sed employing board scores for
the final selection, it agreed to
use them only to shortlist stu-

Sibal had initiated reformsin  dents for the second test— which
the IIT-JEE with the intention  the institutes would conduct.
of slashing the number of exams When the faculty continued
that students need to toobject,the government asked
take, reducing the influence of  the IITSs to consider a new pro-
coaching classes, and making  posal wherein all students in the
schoo! education more relevant,  top 20 percentile of their respec-

His proposals were based on
concerns that students
were ignoring their studies to
attend coaching classes.

tive boards would stand on an
equal footing. The others, how-
evet; would have to give up their
IIT dreams.

TIMELINE

September 2009: HRD min-
Ister Kapil Sibal proposes
reforms to 1IT-JEE.

February 2012: Panel
under science secretary
suggests that for admis-
sions, weightage must be
given to Board percentile
scores and marks in a two-
tier test. The faculty feder-
ation opposes it.

May 2012: 4T Councll
accepts propesal. Faculty
federation continues to
oppose the suggestion.
June 15, 2012: 11T faculty
federation meets PM,
seeks his intervention,
June 19, 2012: Keenon a
resolution, Sibal agrees to
a compromise.

WHAT SIBAL PROPOSED

u Use board exam percentile scores and
marks in the first of a two-tier test to
shortlist students. The first test

conducted by CBSE, and
would be used by goverp-
ment engineering colleges
u The second test, con-

!

. ducted by HTs, would be 4/
used by them toselect '~ ..

and rank students

"THE NEW PROPOSAL.

» Consider only students

In the top 20 percentile of
each Board

% Use their scores in the
main screening test to short-

;

W AR
ey

FACULTY
OBIJECTED TO
® Using board
exam percentile
scores to short-
list students for .
the second test,
They want board
. A2 | scores onlyto
% .| screen eligible

- students

list students for a second
test

» The second test, conduct-
ed by the IITs, would be used
to select and rank students.

Note: As hoard results are usually announced only after the
two-tier test is conducted, all students will have to appear for
the tests, even if thelr board scores make them ineligible.
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No weightage to board
results in liTs, says Sibal

2013 JEE to follow format approved by IIT council |

NEW DELHI: Human Re-
source Development Minis-
ter Kapll Sibal on Wednes-
day said that provision for
giving welghtage to class XII
Board marks In the pro-
Posed Joint entrance exami-
nation to all centrally-fund-
ed technical Institution was
not meant for selection of
candidates for IITs.

Institutes other than ITTs will
have to take Class 12 board ex-
amination result intd account.

However, the government
asserted that the joint entrance
examination will be conducted
in 2013 in the format approved
by the Council of the Indian In-
stitutes of Technology.

“There is a two tier process
(for selection of candidates).

For IITs, there is a separate
process. For other centrally-
funded technical institutions,
the (selection) processis entire-
ly separate,” Sibal said in an in-
terview to a news channel here,

The proposed test will be

conducted in two parts, JEE-

Main and JEE-Advance.
Sibal said that the a candi-

+ date’s Class X Board marks,

calculated on percentile basis
through a formula and the
marks obtained in the JEE-
Main examination, with 50 pe
r cent weightage to each, will
be considered for admissions
to centrally-funded technical
institutions, other than ITTs.
This process will only be used
for screening of candidates
seeking admission to II'Ts. Can-
didatesscreened sowill have to

then take JEE-Advance test.
“And the merit on the advance
examination will alone be
counted for admission to the
IIT system which is entirely go-
ing to be under control of the
IITs,” the Minister said clarify-
ing the IIT council’s decision.

Sibal said about 50,000 can-
didates or whatever the limit
set by the ITTs (Joint Admission
Board of ITTs) will be screened
by giving equal weightage to
their performance in JEE-
Main and class XII board
marks, “The advance test will
completely be (designed and
conducted) under control of
the ITTs,” he clarified.

Asked if the proposed test will
be conducted in 2013 in the for-
mat as explained by him, Sibal
said, “There is no question of

going back or coming. This is
council’s decision.”

Sibal refused to react on what
IIT faculties and alumni are say-
ing over the proposed test, won-
dering, “How is that opinion of
IT Madras s less relevant than
the IIT Kanpur, I would like to
know. They (ITT-Madras Senate
members) say its fine.” J

The Minister said that excel-
lence of the system is the ex-
cellence of the quality of indi-
viduals, “But, there are certain
ils in the implementation of
the present system which
needs to be addressed. My de-
cision may also not be best,
There will be better solution. I
would like the HT council to
come with a better solution,”
he added.

DH News Service



IIT ADMISSIONS: HOW SIBAL DREW A STRATEGIC RETREAT

TIMELINE

September 2009: HRD min-
Ister Kapil Sibal proposes
reforms to IIT-JEE.

February 2012: Panel
under science secretary
suggests that for admis-
sions, weightage must be
given to Board percentile
scores and marks in a two-
tier test. The faculty feder-
ation opposes it.

May 2012: lIT Council
accepts proposal. Faculty
federation continues to
oppose the suggestion.

June 15, 2012: IIT faculty
federation meets PM,
seeks his intervention.

June 19, 2012: Keen on a
resolution, Sibal agrees to
a compromise.
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WHAT SIBAL PROPOSED
= Use board exam percentile scores and
marks in the first of a two-tier test to
shortlist students. The first test
conducted by CBSE, and
would be used by govern-
ment engineering colleges
= The second test, con- ﬁ:;;v-[ J
ducted by IITs, would be ]*j L
used by themto select ,
and rank students

ik

THE NEW PROPOSAL

= Consider only students list stud;
in the top 20 percentile of test

each Board = The se
m Use their scores in the ed by thi
main screening test to short-  to select

Note: As board results are usually annou
two-tier test is conducted, all students w
the tests, even if their board scores mak
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HRD plans new formula to win over liTs

ANUBHUTI VISHNO1
NEW DELHI, JUNE 20

VEN as' Unicen
E HRD minister Kapil

Sibal on Wednesday
said the government would
not reverse the 11T Council
decision on a new JEE for-
mat with weightage on
school board scores, sources
said that an olive branch had
been informally extended to
all IIT senates and faculty
federations suggesting that

their demands may be

agreed upon.

Itislearnt that a new for-
mufa has been proposed
wherein the top 20 per-

centile holders in Class XI1
boards would be eligible to
take the JEE Advanced for
admission to ITTs.

11T senates have been in-
sistent that school board
scores be only used as a cut-
off for determining eligibil-
ity foranIIT test.

Anurgent meeting of the
IIT Joint Admission Board
has been called on Saturday
at IIT-Delhi to find a com-
promise formula to resolve
the stand-off between IITs
and the ministry on the is-
sue. While the ministry is di-

rectly not holding discus-

sions with IIT faculty,
‘feelers’ have been sent out

through directors of all 11T,
sources said.

Meanwhile, faculty fo-
rums of IIT-Bombay, IIT-
Kanpur, IIT-Kharagpur and
IIT-Dethi have begun meet-
ing to deliberate on the com-
promise offer. Directors of
various IITS are discussing
the proposal with faculty to
broker peace.

Sources within IIT sen-
ates confirmed that feelers
had been sent out to them,
but at the same time said
that they were not particu-
larly enthused as no written
formula has come from the
ministry so far.

“There is no written pro-

posal from the ministry, the
directors or the JAB, We
have been told that the min-
istry is willing to agree to all
our demands, including the
class XII board scores weigh-
tage issue. However, the
ministry is at the same time
making statements that it will
not roll back the IIT Council
decision. The ministry is talk-
ing in multiple voices, so we
are not very excited by this
turnaround. The top 20 per-
centile formula is definitely
welcome, but we would pre-
fer to deliberate on cut-offis-
sue after studying the JEE
scores,” said a faculty mem-
ber at IIT-Kanpur.

Senate members of other
IITs said they would be will-
ing to go forward with the
new cxam pattern in 2013
with the 20 percentile for-
mula, provided the ministry
issues a clear statement with
details of syllabus, structure
and percentile aspects. They
point out that the new for-
mula would require tweak-
ing of the proposed admis-
sion format for other
Centrally-funded technical
institutes such as the NITs.

The ministry has written
to ITT-Delhi, which is cur-
rently handling the JAB posi-
tionto call a meeting and de-

- fine the “nature, modalities

and timing” of the JEE Ad-
vanced exam.

Members of the All India
IIT Faculty Federation met
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh last week and raised
three demands — that no
change should be effected in
JEE 2013 and the present
system should continue, that
Senates of [TTs be allowed to
take decision on admission
inIITs to ensure the acade-
mic autonomy of the IITs,
and consideration of board
marks from 2014 to be
worked out over a period of
time after analysing the
board data and results from
the dryrun.

Mint, ND 21/06/2012

P-22

A question of access

he efforts of the Union
:{ government to rejig the
entrance examination to
Indian Institutes of Technology
(IITs) have led to controversy.
The issue has been framed in
terms of elite control vs mass
access to these institutions.
There are echoes of the prob-
lem elsewhere as well; while In-
dia is grappling with ways to
administer education and insti-
tutions in a manner that can
provide much greater access to
youth, students in the US and
the UK are struggling to cope

S

with the cost of their estab-
lished, widely appreciated high-
er education system.

These might seem like differ-
ent problems. But they are
merely different facets of the
same issue: how can high-quali-
ty educational institutions any-
where in the world scale up
without compromising on qual-
ity or imposing unbearable cost
on students?

After years of experimentation,
it now looks like a clutch of US
universities are on the verge of
finally cracking an education

conundrum: how to offer sophis-
ticated online learning cheaply,
meaningfully and reliably.

Last month Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology (MIT) and
Harvard University came togeth-
er to announce edX: an online
platform that will offer courses
from both universities complete
with video lesson segments, em-
bedded quizzes, immediate feed-
back, student-ranked questions
and answers, online laboratories
and student-paced learning.

For years online learning has
been poised on the fringes of ed-

ucation delivery. Entities such
as the Khan Academy, MIT and
even several Indian universities
have previously posted study
material and video lectures. But
the idea of interaction, grading
and evaluation has remained
elusive.

If edX can get that aspect
correct, then the implications
for online learning are im-
mense, especially by delinking
the teaching and evaluation
process, Why shouldn’t a stu-
dent in Thrissur learn comput-
er science on edX and then take
University of Calicut examina-
tions for certification? That way
the local university outsources
the hardest bits to edX, while

merely focusing on a more scal-
able element: world-class eval-
uation techniques.

If anything, technological so-
lutions of the kind represented
by edX can bypass the bruising
political debates about quality
compromises and the politics
of education that surround the
changes being contemplated in
how students get into [ITs. In-
dian universities and educa-
tional institutions will be better
off if they try exploring online
platforms.

Is there a technological
Jix for access to higher learning
institutes in India? Tell us at
views@livemint.com
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IT-B agrees to new
test, with riders

MIHIKA BASU
MUMBAL JUNE 20

THE II'T-Bombay faculty fo-
rum, which met on Wednes-
day to see if a compromise
formula can be worked out,
decided they are ready to
implement the new JEE
from 2013, provided that the
HRD Ministry agrees to
their other conditions.

The suggestions of the
IIT-Bombay senate, which
had been disregarded by the
Ministry, included imple-
menting the new test from
- 2014 and not next year, mak-
ing JEE-Advanced a subjec-
tive-type paper and not giv-
ing weightage to the Std XII
board exams.

“It was decided on
Wednesday that we can sup-
port the introduction of the
new exam format from 2013,

provided that the first test

(JEE-Main), to be used for
filtering students, will not
give any weightage to board
marks. It was agreed that the
board performance will be
used as cut-off only, as per
the existing practice. It was
also decided that the second
test for selected students will
be conducted exclusively by
the II'Ts. According to the
ministry, the second test will
be held on the same day as
the main exam and the
scores can be used by all en-
gineering institutes, This is
not acceptable to us,” said a
faculty member.

Faculty members de-
cided that the IITs “own
JEE” (second test) will be
held on a separate date from
main exam, possibly by the
end of May after the results
of the first test are available.
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NTPC Inks pact
w:thllT—DeIhl

4 TO encourage Its
r4 employeesto go
for higher qualifi-
catlion and
develop research

A skills, NTPC LIm-
Ited has Inked an Mol with {IT-
Delhi on 19 June, 2012. The MoU
was signed by S.P. Singh,
director (HR), NTPC, and R.K.
Shevgaonkar, director, IIT-
Delfl, In the presence of D.K.
Agrawal, ED (NETRA), NTPC and
other senlor officials.
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HONCHOS’APPOINTMENT

I'T-Kharagpur dean,

director shortlisted

MOUSHUMI BASUM NEW DELHI

ith the interviews for

appointing directors of
IIT Kanpur and Kharagpur
scheduled next week, sources
in' ' HRD Ministry have
revealed that Director Prof. D
Acharya and Prof. PP
Chakrabarti, Dean of IIT
Kharagpur have been short-
listed for the coveted posts
despite CBI recommending
theit prosecution in different
case$ of irregularities,

HRD Minister Kapil Sibal
is Chairman of this selection-
cumh-search committee for
the'appointments of the heads
of these top educational insti-
tutions of the country.

“The Pioneer had earlier
repPrted that in the run-up
to tite appointment, Board of
G&¥ernors (BoG) had
gu'i"s!hed the CBI recommen-

ations for regular depart-
mental action (RDA) and
penalty against three top brass
of I}T. Dr. PP Chakrabarti was
one of them. The issue was
related to the T40 crore Coal
Net ij ect for computerizing
Coal India Limited (CIL) and
its subsidiaries

~The timing of the BOG's
clean chit to Chakrabarti had
raised eyebrows because it
had sat over the issue for five

Hal

JOINT ADMISSION BOARD PUTS
FORTH MODALITY CHANGES

PNS W NEW DELHI/MUMBA!

After widespread resentment from within the IIT fraternity, the
Joint Admission Board (JAB) of the Council of II'Ts has con-
veyed to the HRD Ministry some changes in the modalities.
Sources in the HRD Ministry said that the JAB has sent a sug-
gestion that the main contention to give weightage to class 12 results
to screen the IIT aspirants should be scrapped.
The controversial single test format proposed by the HRD
Eed Class X1 results on percentile basis

Ministry last month inclu

for the JEE 2013. The JEE-Main, which is in fact the filtering test,
will be a multiple choice objective type paper and will be conducted
by CBSE. The nature and modalities of the JEE-Advanced which

will book a berth in an IIT, is bein.
headed by Delhi IIT for 2013. IIT Delhi will decide its response
on Thursday, even as the HRD Minist
its plans. IIT Kanpur had decided to conduct its own entrance test,
terming as “academically and methodically unsound” the May 28
decision of the IIT Council to hold a single entrance test, IIT-
Bombay has sought HSC/Central board performance be looked
at as“cut-off only, but possibly cut-off based on top 10-20 per-

centile of each board”,

Similarly, it was also decided that the Ministry’s CET exam-
ination would be “used to screen and select the to
students who will be eligible to give the IfTs' own JEE". IIT-Bombay

ormat.

also sought to decide its own

g determined by the JAB of ITT5

is set to go ahead with

50,000-plus

years since 2007.

The BOG decision saved
Chakrabarti from the hurdles
in getting mandatory vigi-
lance clearance for appoint-
ment as Director. The other

shortlisted candidate D
Acharya, Director, IIT
Kharagpur, who is in the
race for a second term for the
top post, was also under CBI
scanner.
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By Ritika Chopra in New Delhl

THREE of the Capital’s most
prized academic institutions -
University, Jawaharlal
Nehru University and Jamia Mil-
lia Islamia — will soon have to go

Delhi

for accreditation.

Not just them, but all central univer-
sities dodging accreditation — as it is
voluntary — will now have to “immedi-
ately initiate the process” as the HRD

ministry (while the National
Accreditation Regulatory
Authority Bill is still stuck in
the Parliament) expects them
‘to lead by example,

This message will be commu-
nicated at the conference of
vice-chancellors of central uni-
versities (CUs) on Friday.

According to the agenda note
for the conference, a copy of
which is with MaiL Topay, the
ministry along with the Univer-
sity Grants Commission (UGC)

The performance of
Delhl University (in
plc), JNU and Jamla
(right) wilil now be
evaluated. -

THEY HAVE NEVER BEEN ACCREDITED

MAILTODAY

EXCLUSIVE

will specifically push eight cen-
tral universities — namely Ali-
garh Muslim University, Delhi
University, Jawaharlal Nehru
University, Jamia Millia Islamia,
Mizoram University, Visva-

E l:llgarh Muslim : # Mizoram University
" Vle"ls't" ! mVisva-Bharat|
® Delnl University i mMahatma Gandhi
m Jawaharlal Nehru i Antarrashtriya Hindl
Unliversity : Vishwavldyalaya
m Jamia Millla Istamia ! m Babasaheb Bhimrao
* Ambedkar university
Bharati, Mahatma Gandhi

Antarrashtriya Hindl Vish-
wavidyalaya and Babasaheb
Bhimraoc Ambedkar university
— as they have never gone for
accreditation before,
Accreditation is nothing but the
evaluation of performance of uni-
versities and colleges. The
National Assessment and Accre-
ditation Couneil (NAAC) is autho-
rised to assess all colleges and uni-
versities recognised by UGC.

Under this process, NAAC
evaluates an institute’s curricu-
lar aspects, teaching-learning
and evaluation, research, infra-
structure, student support, gov-
ernance, leadership, manage-
men? and innovation and grades
it accordingly.

But since accreditation till now
is completely voluntary, even
many of the central universities
have not got it done.

According to the agenda note of
the conference, out of the 39 cen-
tral universities, 13 are newly
established. Of the remaining 26
institutions, 16 universities have
been accredited by NAAC, but the
validity of the accreditation of nine
institutions has expired by now.

The accreditation Bill aims to
change that but it has been stuck
in the Parliament for almost two
years now, “So till that happens,
we want that at least our central
universities to lead by example
and get themselves aceredited,”
a senior ministry official said.
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= [mproving Gross Enroll
ment Ratlo: To increase the
GER, central universitie:
(CUs) such as Jawaharial
Nehry Unlversity will be
advised to start undergrad-
uate programmes and offer
courses through open dis-;

u'School Education: CUs
will be asked to fulfil thel
obligation towards school
education by developing ;
curricula, evolving peda
gogues and establishing a
department of education,
if isn’t any;

m:Teacher shortage;

wake of 33 per cent o .
teaching posts lylng vacant,
CUs will be asked to fill these
positions on priority basl

u: Academic Depository:
CBSE has been asked to
create an electronlc data
base of academic awards
for all central education
Institutions (CEls) Including
CUs, 1ITs, 1IMs, NITs NIOS etc.
Vice-chancellors’ views ¢
on this will be Invited fo

discusslon -+~



